Envirothon

The New York City Envirothon offers:

= an outdoor, handsn learning
experience that challenges high school
students to explore their knowledge of
aquatics, forestry, soils and wildlife

= a chance to debate environmental
controversies through refgaying

= a practical application of research
analysis and evaluation skills to address
natural resource issues

= an opportunity to meet with science
experts and professionals working in
natural resource management in New
York City

= a chance to compete in the State
Envirothon and the Canon Envirothon

For more information contact:

Rebecca Schultz
Tel: 212.431.9676 x 334
Email: rebecca@nycswecd.net

Or visit our website at:
www.nycswcd.net/envirothon.cfm

Funding for this and other New York City Envirothon
materials generously provided by Con Edison
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What is an Envirothon?

The Envirothon is a national environmental

City Law Department, New York City
Department of Parks and Recreation and

the USDiANatural Resources

science competition for high school students
(Grades-22). Winning teams, each
representing a single high school, progress
from the county or regional level to the state

Conservation Service.

and then national level. Envirothons are

The Envirothon Competition

organized by Soil and Water Conservation
Districts in partnership with local teachers
and high schools. Teams include3 to 5
students and one alternate.

The Envirothon began in Pennsylvania in
1979. New York State held its first
Envirothon in 1990 and New York City held
its first Envirothon in 1996. The State
Envirothon is sponsored by the NYS
Conservation District
Association.

New York City Envirothon

The Envirothon competition involves five
subject categories in which teams are tes
Aquatics, Forestry, Soils, Wildlife and a
Current Issumategory which are linked to
the National Current Issue for the compe
year. Each of these categories are
represented at separate stations through
which the student teams must cycle.
S'RhhPBFLegt the
ecological knowledge in each category a

require them to utilize professional

The New York City Soil and Water
Conservation District sponsors the New York
City Envirothon, in conjunction with a host of
university, government anepradit

partners. For the past several years funding
has generously been provided by Con
Edison. The NYC Envirothon 2009 was held
in partnership with Pelham Bay Park in the
Bronx, with assistance from the, New York
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Students testing water samples at the Aquatics st



A student examines soil horizons from within the soil
Soils station.

instruments in supervised, kamdsalysis

i nvolving the siteods
areas. Tests are 25 multiple choice questions
worth four points each (plus a tie breaking ;
question). Students also participate in the
Current | ssue
station, where they can relax agrdup.

Current Issue 2010

This yeards nati
fiProtections of Groundwater Through Urban,
Agricultural, andheEnvi
2010 Role Play and Current Issue stations will
both use this issue as a centerpiece.

The Oral Presentation station
The -ARaye or AOr al
devoted to problem solving and is a prominent

. . a
feature of the National Envirothon and some state
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What Do Winners Do?

Envirothon 2010

and regional Envirothons.

Teams must attempt to resolve an
environmental dispute, which is related to the
yeards current i

Team members, each representing a different
constituent, must defend their support or
dissent in oral presentations to a panel of
judges.
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Past topics have included an action plan for
local governments grappling with the effect of
climate change on IocaI water resources, a

t ssue concent
hypothetical development proposal in the NYC
Watershed a Ian tor edlate th mythical
PRSHShrSh T redale e i
upst at e Wat er body NnRa
development for alternative and renewable
energy production and use within metropolitan
areas.

The Current Issue station

Presentat

ono., station i
The current |ssue station tests understandlng
nd knowl edge of the

The NYC Soil and Water Conservation District

winners of the NYC Envirothon. Clty wide
winners, first runners up, second runners up,
borough winners and category winners will be
awarded plaques. Top winners will also
receive subscription to magazines such as
National Geographic. Everyone receives a
certificate of participation. Commissioners of
the NYC Department of Environmental

tPéotection and Parks & Recreation present the

awards to students.

Winners from each borough will compete in

Stt}e State Envirothon. The NYC Soil and Water

Conservation District will provide transportation

2 0 dosang yam tee, State Bnvikoghen.
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Students at the fgrestry station at the
2009 NYC Envirothon
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The 2010 NYC Envirothon will be held in

Sssue hostsaan %ng‘g cfergemog)efor varlous Iea/ells of TgD Queens. The New York City Soil anc

Water Conservation District will host trainil
sessions and other enrichment activities fc
teachers and students who register to
participate in the Envirothon.

If you are interested in participating, pleas
out the registration form on our website
(www.nycswcd.net) and fax or mail it to:

Rebecca Schultz
NYC Soil & Water Conservation District
121 Sixth Avenue, Suite 501
New York, NY 10013
Fax: 212.965.1859
www.nycswcd.net

The deadline for registration will be in
February. You are encouraged to apply e:
in order to take advantage of the resource
the District has to offer.

For more information about the NY State

Envirothon and this

please visit its website at:
www.nysenvirothon.net

You can also contact Rebecca directly for
more information. We hope to see you at
Envirothon 2010!



